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The circumstances of the World Cup win over Argentina at the Maracana not only enhanced the
prestige of Brazil and their emerging superstar Neymar but also provided cover for the host country's
desire for a security upgrade. The two-day visit by Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff to Cuba in May

2012 coincided with the start of preparations for the World Cup. The visit, expected to have taken
place earlier, occurred because of Cuba's "constructive role" in the bid to bring the 2026 World Cup

to the Latin American country. The play allowed for a meeting between the head of state of the
world's largest sugar producer and the ministre des Affaires Etrangers des Relations de l'Etat et du
Commerce Exterieur du Venezuela, Rafael Ramirez. While on the surface, the meeting was part of a

campaign to promote the Venezuelan oil industry, it likely left a mark in the heart of Chavez. A
Mexican electrician, Alfredo "Fredy" Luna, Jr. was an American tourist who visited Cuba in early 2013.

While returning home from a visit to the Panama Canal on 15 February, he was found dead in the
back of the truck. The body was taken to the city of Tampico in Tamaulipas, where it was discovered
on 2 March in the middle of a road. He was pronounced dead at the scene, and his body was interred

in his hometown, Brownsville, Texas, the next day. This year, the South African Sharks must make
hay while the sun shines. Their form has never been better, despite suffering an opening round exit
in the knockout stages of the 2009 tournament. March marks the return of several key players and a

few youngsters who have not been included in the World Cup squad. A number of players have
joined their national teams and should be able to make the difference for the Sharks at this

tournament. "We have to remember that this is still a young group of players. There's a core group
of experienced players but it's a young team," said Sharks coach Deon Davids after their final

training session at the Nelson Mandela Bay Stadium on Friday. "You can't overlook the fact they've
won the Coca-Cola Cup and won here last year." The SuperSport United squad will not be as

fortunate as their Black Leopards and Lions counterparts, who return to South Africa after successive
years but will have to face the challenges of travel, time and altitude as well
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