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Director of Tax Town of Bedford - Sales Tax.doc - SalesTax2.doc(b) (1986) (emphasis added). The burdensome
burden of proof placed on the government in a § 5845(a)(1) prosecution is necessary to ensure that the jury

will not convict merely because a defendant has guns; however, Congress believed that the additional costs to
the states of hiring and training prosecutors would be more than compensated by the deterrent effect these

prosecutions have on gun users. Lopez, 729 F.2d at 1029; see United States v. Harrod, 619 F.2d 200, 202 (5th
Cir.1980) (recognizing that "the compelling interest in reducing crime by preventing access to criminal

weapons should have been weighed against the burden of proof used in section 5845(a)(1) prosecutions"). 8
Moreover, as the government points out, the language of § 5845(a)(1) does not list the standards for

determining whether an item is a "firearm" as distinct from a "destructive device." We can therefore infer from
the legislature's choice of language that Congress did not intend to impose this added burden of proof on

prosecutions under this provision. "It is a rule of construction that a special act is a repeal by implication of a
former act unless a contrary intent is clearly expressed." W.S. Yancey
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