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City Council unanimously voted to add another $25 million to keep the city-owned Pioneer Square Development Center
functioning as a homeless shelter. The extra funding was required when the site lost its state funding, which ended in October of
last year. The extra funds will come from a grant given through the state, an additional $3 million in annual funding, and a $20

million loan from a loan fund called the Enhanced Downtown Seattle Transit Facility. City Council approved the funding package,
4-0, with Democratic Councilmember Kshama Sawant casting the lone dissenting vote. He also reiterated that the city’s annual
cost of operating the center so far exceeds the funding it received from the state, and the city needs to be paying its employees
more. “It is simply unacceptable that the current elected political leadership of this city continues to prioritize the budget, and

private interests, over basic needs of people experiencing homelessness,” Carleton said. “I am proposing that council immediately
back my motion that would fund the council salaries for the next nine months at the same rate as this year, in order that our
elected officials are not paid while our city and its people suffer,” he said. Carleton said that if the council doesn’t fund the

positions of the city’s homeless services providers, then they should be doing more to get additional funding. He also said that the
city’s homelessness services providers are
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